London Trip — Part #3
September 1, 2017 — September 4, 2017

Iconic London Telephone Booth — With the crown on top, the red phone booth is a cultural icon throughout the world
and many still stand in London. Since the cell phones, they are now being re-purposed for many other uses including
WIFI hotspots.




Outside of British Museum — Established in 1753 and houses a vast collection of over 13 million objects of art and
artefacts dedicated to human history, art and culture and is FREE to all visitors. We spent our last full day getting lost in
the two miles of exhibit space inside the British Museum. The Main Entrance has 44 Greek Revival columns and are 45
feet tall and closely based on the Temple of Athena. Outside the Museum is almost as spectacular as inside the
Museum!







The King’s Library Gallery displays a wide range of objects relating to the Enlightenment Age.

THE KING’S LIBRARY

T'his elegant room was created to house the
yre 11, which was presented

library of King Ges
won George IV in 1825,

1o the British

I'he room tormed the first wing ol the present

British Museum. designed by the architect
Robert Smirke to replace the Museum’s original
home on this site, the seventeenth-century mansion

Montagu House

Smirke’s Greek Revival design reflects the
admiration of’ the time for classical Greek art

and architecture. Its grandeur and neoclassical

decorations were in keeping with the style of
Jibraries in grand houses all over Britain, Its echoes

of ancient wisdom and learning made it a litting
home for the King's gifi to the nation.

In 1998 the British Library. including the books of
the king's library, moved from the British Muscum
to new premises at St Pancras, The books you now
see i this room are on generous loan from the

Hoise of Commons Library.
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As we turned a corner into another room, we came upon this surprising find -- a Holy Thorn Reliquary! It was created in
1390 in Paris for the Duke of Berry to house a relic from Jesus’ Crown of Thorns. It is made of gold and lavishly
decorated with jewels and pearls with 28 three-dimensional figures, mostly in white enamel. The front view depicts the
Last Judgment with the Trinity and Saints above and Resurrection of the Dead below. The central front compartment
contains the single long thorn believed to come from the Crown of Thorns worn by Jesus when he was crucified. There
are two rather large sapphires, one at very top of reliquary representing heaven and one below Jesus where the thorn is
mounted. The reliquary was featured in a BBC show “A History of the World in 100 Objects” and described as without
guestion one of the supreme achievements of medieval European metalwork.




Rosetta Stone

The most visited object in the British Museum is the Rosetta Stone. It was found in 1799 in a town named Rosetta in the
Nile Delta. It was the first Ancient Egyptian Bi-lingual Text to help decipher the Hieroglyphic scripts. The Stone has 3
inscriptions of the same decree written in different languages. The top and middle are written in Egyptian Hieroglyphics
and Script and the bottom version is written in Greek. Once deciphered, the Rosetta Stone became the essential key to
modern understanding of Ancient Egyptian civilizations. The text written on the stone is a decree designed to re-
establish the rule of the Ptolemaic Kings in Egypt around 196 BC. The Rosetta Stone is a broken piece of a much larger
stone. There are missing pieces of each version of the Decree.

The writing o
ancient Egypt

Egyptian hieroglyphs were first used
around 3500 BC and fell out of use at
the end of the fourth century AD. Ater
this time, all knowledge of how to read
them was lost.
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Backside of Rosetta Stone




The writing of
ancient Egypt

Egyptian hieroglyphs were first used
around 3500 BC and fell out of use at
th.e end of the fourth century AD. After
this time, all knowledge of how to read
them was lost.

Many European scholars tried to decipher
the mysterious script, but because
hieroglyphic signs look like pictures, they
assumed that all hieroglyphs were images
recording ideas without language. In fact Jitomsd
hieroglyphs recorded the ancient Egyptian
language with a mixture of sound and
picture signs. For example, the ancient
Egyptian word for cat is written:
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mi + i + w + picture sign
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the animal.
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Rock Crystal Skull — “Ancient” Life-sized sculpture made from a single block of crystal - FAKE




What Makes the skull 3 fake?

Although the crystal skull i highly polished,
traces of too| marks remain from Its carving,
Mgulds have been made of these indentations
UsIng special silicon dental ‘wax' and these
have been examined at high magnification in
a scanning electron microscope. The detailed
investigation revealed clear evidence that
some features were carved using rotary cutting
wheels. This kind of equipment was not
available until after the Spanish conquest of
Mexico in 1521, so the skull cannot be of
Aztec manufacture. Instead, it seems likely
that it was in fact made by Europeans working
in Germany or Brazil during the late
nineteenth century.
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Tree of Life — Sculpture built from the surrender of 600,000 weapons




Colossal (20 ft tall) 1,400-year-old Marble Statue of a Standing Buddha




Michaelangelo’g Epifania Cartoon of Holy Family

Michelangelo (1475-1564)

The Epifania cartoon, around 1550-5
Black chalk

A cartoon is a final preparatory drawing on the same
scale as the finished painting or other work of art.
The word comes from the Italian for a large piece

of paper: cartne.

This is one of only two surviving cartnons bv Michelangelo.
It is a design for a painting not bv Michelangelo hirnseif
but by his biographer, Ascanic Condivi, now in the Casa
Buonarroti, Floierice. The aged Michelangelo, then in his
mid-seventies, made numerous changes to the figures,
such as in the position of the Christ Child’s head.

The cartoon is recorded in Michelangelo’s studio after
his death in 1564. It was wrongly described then as an
Epifania (the agoration of the newborn Christ by the
three kings). The subject remains mysterious, but the
position of Christ between his mother’s legs (observed
on the right by the Infant Baptist' suggests that one of
its themes was his miraculous incarnation.

Due to the cartoon’s scale and importance it always
hangs here, alongside changing displays of treasures
from the Museum'’s collection of prints and drawings.

Phcrograph: Ascanio Condivi,
The Holy Famiiv ana oth<: haures
afre Mihelangelo, 1.asa BuLirarroti, 15508
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Ancient Egypt Collection -- With over 100,000 items, it is world’s largest collection of Ancient Egyptian Artifacts outside
of Cairo.
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Bishop Timotheos, consecrated in 1372 in Cairo, during the declining years of Christianity in Lower Nubia. On his
remains was found a long iron staff topped with a Benedictine Cross suspended around his neck.

The burial of Bishop
Timotheos ~



welry from Ancient Egypt
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Cyrus Cylinder — Written by a Babylonian Scribe in Cuneiform Script in 6™ BC called first declaration of human rights.

The Cyrus Cylinder
This dates from the reign of Cyrus the Great
who ruled Iran between 550 and 530 BC. It
describes this king's peaceful capture of Babylon
1 the year 539 BC and how he rebuilt the main

mple there. The text, written in a script
red temples

alled

\eiform, claims that C
pighbouring cities and ret
e to their hon

ed deported

raceful rule, this
1 early ‘charter

entury BC. Baby

What does the Cyrus Cylinder say?
7am Cyrus, king of the world, great king,
legitimate king, king of Babylon, king of Sumer
and Akkad, king of the four rims (of the earth),
son of Cambyses, great king, king of Anshan,
descendant of Teispes, great king, king of Anshan,
of a family (which) always (exercised) kingship’
(Extract from the Cyrus Cylinder)

The Cyrus Cylinder is one of the most famous
historical documents of the Achaemenid Empire.
It was written by a Babylonian scribe in cuneiform
script, in the 6th century BC. The cylinder records

Cyrus' peaceful capture of Babylon in 539 BC

and how he rebuilt the main temple of the city
god Marduk. Cyrus claimed he had restored
temples and cults in neighbouring cities and
returned their deported people and gods

He strengthened Babylon's fortifications by
cofnpleting the city moat and installing doors
of cedar clad with bronze at the city gates
The cylinder was placed in the foundations

of Babylon's city wall

For a full translation of the text, visit
www. thebritishmuseum.ac. uk
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Priceless Bronze Age Gold Cape — One of the finest pieces of Bronze Age Craftsmanship in the World and made from 23-
carat gold.




Vindolanda Tablets -- Oldest surviving handwritten documents from Britain written in Latin in Roman cursive script,
written around 100 AD.




Floor Mosaic -- Earliest Known Mosaic Picture of Christ

This is the central roundel of a 4th-century AD
mosaic floor from a villa at Hinton St Mary,
Dorset. It is one of the most important early
Christian remains from the Roman Empire.

The roundel is probably the earliest known
mosaic picture of Christ. It is the focal point of
the main floor in the position usually occupied
by a figure of a pagan god or goddess. However,
the Greek letters X and P (chi and rho) behind

iL_L__1:mdinnéa that tha narann is nrobablv

In the corners of the main mosaic are
four heads. This position, often given to
personifications of the four seasons or winds,
is occupied here by what are possibly Matthew,
Mark, Luke and John, the four Gospel writers.
The mosaic formed the floor of two interlinked
rooms of the villa. In the smaller room, the
mosai~'s central scene is of the pagan hero
Beller.phon overpowering the triple-headed
Chimaera — perhaps a Christian symbol of
~ 2.8
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Early Ticket from British Museum
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Entrance ticket to the British Museum, 1790

On 15 January 1759, The British Museum opened

its doors to ‘studious and curious persons'. A limited
number of tickets were issued each day to avoid
overcrowding. Entry was free, but visitors had to apply
in person to the Porter, return another day to collect
their ticket, and then come back at the appointed time
for the visit itself. Under-Librarians took groups of five

around the Museum, with tours conducted at a rapid

pace to make way for the next party.




Found my Trip Souvenir! An African Cross in Gift Shop of British Museum — Axum Cross from Ethiopia

The Queen of Sheba was born in Axum but travelled to Israel to meet King Solomon. They had a son named Menelik,
who later became the first emperor of Ethiopia. Menelik brought the original Ark of the Covenant back to Ethiopia from
Israel. Today, the Ark, which once housed the Ten Commandments, supposedly remains well hidden in Axum.




