
London Trip – Part #3 
September 1, 2017 – September 4, 2017 

Iconic London Telephone Booth – With the crown on top, the red phone booth is a cultural icon throughout the world 

and many still stand in London.  Since the cell phones, they are now being re-purposed for many other uses including 

WIFI hotspots. 

 

  



Outside of British Museum – Established in 1753 and houses a vast collection of over 13 million objects of art and 

artefacts dedicated to human history, art and culture and is FREE to all visitors.  We spent our last full day getting lost in 

the two miles of exhibit space inside the British Museum.  The Main Entrance has 44 Greek Revival columns and are 45 

feet tall and closely based on the Temple of Athena.  Outside the Museum is almost as spectacular as inside the 

Museum! 

 

  



The Great Court inside the British Museum has a Glass Roof and is the largest covered square in Europe.  The Great 

Court serves as a central linking point to the museum, somewhat like the Glass Pyramid at the Louvre in Paris. 

 



 

 

The King’s Library Gallery displays a wide range of objects relating to the Enlightenment Age.   

 

   

  

Gilded bronze statue of Buddha 

Ancient Astrolabes – Mechanical Maps of the Heavens 
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As we turned a corner into another room, we came upon this surprising find -- a Holy Thorn Reliquary!  It was created in 

1390 in Paris for the Duke of Berry to house a relic from Jesus’ Crown of Thorns.  It is made of gold and lavishly 

decorated with jewels and pearls with 28 three-dimensional figures, mostly in white enamel.  The front view depicts the 

Last Judgment with the Trinity and Saints above and Resurrection of the Dead below.  The central front compartment 

contains the single long thorn believed to come from the Crown of Thorns worn by Jesus when he was crucified.  There 

are two rather large sapphires, one at very top of reliquary representing heaven and one below Jesus where the thorn is 

mounted.  The reliquary was featured in a BBC show “A History of the World in 100 Objects” and described as without 

question one of the supreme achievements of medieval European metalwork. 

   

  



Rosetta Stone 
The most visited object in the British Museum is the Rosetta Stone. It was found in 1799 in a town named Rosetta in the 
Nile Delta. It was the first Ancient Egyptian Bi-lingual Text to help decipher the Hieroglyphic scripts. The Stone has 3 
inscriptions of the same decree written in different languages. The top and middle are written in Egyptian Hieroglyphics 
and Script and the bottom version is written in Greek. Once deciphered, the Rosetta Stone became the essential key to 
modern understanding of Ancient Egyptian civilizations. The text written on the stone is a decree designed to re-
establish the rule of the Ptolemaic Kings in Egypt around 196 BC. The Rosetta Stone is a broken piece of a much larger 
stone. There are missing pieces of each version of the Decree. 
 

 

  



 



  



 



Backside of Rosetta Stone 

 

  



 



 



Rock Crystal Skull – “Ancient” Life-sized sculpture made from a single block of crystal - FAKE 
 

 

 



 

 



Diverse Cultural Life of Africa 

Cast Brass Plaques 
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Tree of Life – Sculpture built from the surrender of 600,000 weapons 

 



Colossal (20 ft tall) 1,400-year-old Marble Statue of a Standing Buddha 

 



Michaelangelo’g Epifania Cartoon of Holy Family 

  

  



Ancient Egypt Collection -- With over 100,000 items, it is world’s largest collection of Ancient Egyptian Artifacts outside 
of Cairo. 

 

 

  



 

  



 

 



 

 

 

  



 

 

 



Bishop Timotheos, consecrated in 1372 in Cairo, during the declining years of Christianity in Lower Nubia.  On his 

remains was found a long iron staff topped with a Benedictine Cross suspended around his neck. 

 

  



Jewelry from Ancient Egypt 

 

 



Cyrus Cylinder – Written by a Babylonian Scribe in Cuneiform Script in 6th BC called first declaration of human rights. 

 

 

  



Priceless Bronze Age Gold Cape – One of the finest pieces of Bronze Age Craftsmanship in the World and made from 23-

carat gold. 

 

  



Vindolanda Tablets -- Oldest surviving handwritten documents from Britain written in Latin in Roman cursive script, 

written around 100 AD. 

 

  



Floor Mosaic -- Earliest Known Mosaic Picture of Christ 

 

 

  



Early Ticket from British Museum 

 

 



Found my Trip Souvenir!  An African Cross in Gift Shop of British Museum – Axum Cross from Ethiopia 

The Queen of Sheba was born in Axum but travelled to Israel to meet King Solomon.  They had a son named Menelik, 

who later became the first emperor of Ethiopia.  Menelik brought the original Ark of the Covenant back to Ethiopia from 

Israel.  Today, the Ark, which once housed the Ten Commandments, supposedly remains well hidden in Axum. 

 

 


