
London Trip – Part #2 
September 1, 2017 – September 4, 2017 

Palace of Westminster – The center for political life is the place for the Houses of Parliament.   

 



 

  



Westminster Hall -- Photography was not allowed beyond the oldest part of the Palace.  This Hall was built in 1097 and 

has served for many ceremonial functions.  

 



 



It is a rare privilege for a foreign leader to be allowed to address both Houses of Parliament in Westminster Hall: Charles 

de Gaulle in 1960, Nelson Mandela in 1996, Pope Benedict XVI in 2010, Barack Obama in 2011 and the Burmese Leader 

in 2012. 

 

 



Light Sculpture entitled “New Dawn” located above entrance to St. Stephen’s Hall celebrates all who fought for women’s 

right to vote.  This is the location where suffragettes petitioned Parliament many years ago and were barred from 

entering any further.   

 



The hand-blown scrolls combine with the rainbow of colors creating a dynamic artwork on a twelve-hour cycle linked to 

the rise and fall of the tides of the River Thames.  Each scroll is individually lit, and the appearance changes every 

moment. 

 

  



This Stained Glass Window is the main memorial to those who died in World War II.  This window replaced the one 

destroyed in a bombing raid during the War. 

 

 



The Sovereign of the UK is Queen Elizabeth II and has ultimate power over all political bodies and territories.  The Prime 

Minister, currently Theresa May, is not elected, but appointed by the Monarch and is typically the leader of the political 

party that holds the largest number of seats in the chamber.  The Houses of Parliament consist of the House of 

Commons and the House of Lords.  The House of Commons is an elected chamber of 650 representatives, called MPs 

(Members of Parliament), elected at least once every five years. The House of Lords members include the most senior 

bishops of the Church of England and life or hereditary peers who are appointed.  The two Houses meet in separate 

chambers in the Palace of Westminster. 

 



Before every session, this prayer giving moral guidance to their deliberations has been read before each sitting of the 

Houses of Parliament for over 300 years. 

 

  



The Robing Room is where the Queen puts on the Imperial State Crown and Official Robes prior to the annual State 

Opening of Parliament.  The Chair of State sits on a dais of three steps, under a canopy adorned with arms and floral 

emblems of England, Scotland, and Ireland. 

  



Magna Carta is one of the most famous documents in the world.  It was originally issued in June 1215 with principle that 

the King and his government was not above the law.  Although almost all the clauses have since been repealed in 

modern time, Magna Carta remains a cornerstone of the British constitution.  Some of Magna Carta’s core principles are 

echoed in the US Bill of Rights.  Like other royal charters, it was authenticated and affixed with the Royal Great Seal 

made with beeswax attached by light green silk.  Only four copies of the agreement remain today.  A copy of the original 

located in Salisbury Cathedral is displayed here in the Houses of Parliament. 

 



The Palace of Westminster contains over 1,100 rooms, 100 staircases and 3 miles of passageways spread over four 

floors.  

 

 



Westminster Hall was completed in 1099 and is the oldest part of the Palace of Westminster.  The stone wall includes 

examples of medieval masons’ marks.   

 

 

  



Cruising on the River Thames – At 215 miles, it is the longest river entirely in England. 

 

 



London Eye from the River Thames 

 

 

 

 

  



Big Ben from the River Thames 

 

  



Shakespeare’s Iconic Globe Theater from the River Thames 

 

  



London’s Shard of Glass, a 95 story skyscraper, is the tallest building in the UK and is 95% owned by the State of Qatar. 

 



Iconic Photo of Tower Bridge with Red Double Decker Bus – Often mistaken for London Bridge, the next bridge 

upstream.  In 1968, a US man bought the old London Bridge believing he was in fact buying Tower Bridge is now located 

in Lake Havasu City, Arizona.  We were lucky to take this photo with a famous Red Double Decker Bus crossing the 

bridge. 

 

 

  



Tower of London from River Thames – This historic castle was founded in 1066 as part of the Norman Conquest of 

England and home to the Crown Jewels of England since 1669.  The Tower of London has played a prominent role in 

English History. It was used as a prison from 1100 to 1952, although that was not its primary purpose.  The phrase, “Sent 

to the Tower” comes from here since its reputation as a place of torture and death. 

 

  



Eating Fish and Chips in London 

 

  



Riding London’s Underground Tube 

 

 



Great Fire of London Monument – A permanent reminder of the Great Fire of 1666 built to celebrate the rebuilding of 

the city.  The Great Fire began in a baker’s house and was finally extinguished three days later after destroying the 

greater part of the city.  The only buildings to survive in part were those built of stone.  The Monument is 202 feet tall, 

the exact distance between it and where the fire began.  There is a viewing platform near the top of the Monument 

reached by a narrow winding staircase of 311 steps with great views of the city of London. 

 

 



St. Paul’s Cathedral Church – This Anglican Cathedral was the location of the Fairytale Wedding of the Century of Prince 

Charles and Lady Diana in 1981. 

 



Bridal Photo Shoot in front of St. Paul’s Cathedral 

 

  



Tom Cruise recently filmed a scene from Mission Impossible 6 jumping from the top of St. Paul’s Cathedral and broke his 

foot. 

   

 



 

 

 



Sitting waiting for the Choral Evensong Services to begin facing the High Altar. 

  



We attended the Choral Evensong Services at St. Paul’s Cathedral – Led almost entirely by music from the choir singing 

the psalms for that day.  The Services take place in the stalls of the quire near the high altar.  I snuck in a few pics during 

the services. 

 

 



  



 



Facing the Choir which includes students from St. Paul’s Cathedral School – The music was heavenly! 

 



One of the Women Priest Leading the Service – The Church of England began ordaining women as priests in 1994. 

 



St. Paul’s High Altar – Designed by Sir Christopher Wren of four pillars of Greek marble under a magnificent Baldacchino. 

 

  



The Willow Walk Pub – We walked in and sat down for quite awhile without getting any table service but saw many 

around us getting service.  We didn’t understand that you had to order your food from their Table Service App only 

available from your phone!  Guess this is the new way to eat in Restaurants! 

  



We returned to Westminster Cathedral for Sunday Mass.  The Throne at the High Altar is the Archbishop’s Throne 

copied from St. John Lateran’s in Rome. 

 

  



Death of Cardinal Cormac Murphy O’Connor – September 1, 2017 – Archbishop of Westminster from 2000 to 2009.  He 

was buried in Westminster Cathedral under the 10th Station of the Cross because he was the 10th Archbishop of 

Westminster.  He was named Cardinal in 2001. 

 

  



We Signed the Memorial Book on Behalf of Babin Family from the Diocese of Houma Thibodaux, La, USA 

  



Our friend Kristen, who once lived near here in London, recommended we view the backside of the rather large wooden 

cross hanging suspended in the sanctuary above the altar at Westminster Cathedral.  She didn’t tell us what it had, just 

that we “had to see it” from behind! 

Front of Cross 

 



Back of Cross – Thanks for the great tip Kristen!!! 

 


