
London Trip – Part #1 
September 1, 2017 – September 4, 2017 

After Overnight flight from Kampala, Uganda, we landed in London, England for a few days.  We took a London Black 

Taxi Cab.  Uber no longer operates in London.   

 

Along the way, we saw a few famous London sights from our Black Taxi Cab including:  

London Tower Bridge     The London Eye 

   



Big Ben 

 



Our room at our Hotel was not ready when we arrived, so we took off on foot and in just a few minutes, we were at 

Buckingham Palace! 

 

  



The most surprising thing was the limited crowds!!!  There was practically no one there!  Probably due to tourist 

concerns following the Bombing at Manchester Arena during an Ariana Grande Concert where 22 people were killed and 

many were injured earlier this year in May.  But, it was a beautiful Fall day and we had the place to ourselves for 

watching the changing of the Guards! 

 

We were able to stand right in the middle at the fountain directly in front of Buckingham Palace!  

 



The Changing of the Guard at Buckingham Palace is a colorful cermony of British pageantry when one regiment takes 

over from another.  The Guards are in charge looking after the Queen’s safety while she is residing in her royal 

residency.  They are accompanied by a full military band and have been in service since 1660.  

 

 

  



We also walked to Westminster Palace where the tower more commonly known as Big Ben is located.  Big Ben is the 

nickname for the Great Bell of the Clock at the north end of Westminster Palace.  The tower is officially named the 

Elizabeth Tower since 2012 to celebrate the Diamond Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II.  Prior to that, Big Ben was known 

simply as the Clock Tower.  Big Ben is the name for the largest of the five bells in the clock’s mechanism.  Unluckily for 

us, Big Ben had just begun a four-year renovation and the bells were silent during our visit.  The work should be 

completed in the 2020’s.  

 

 



St. Margaret’s Church is in front of Westminster Abbey and is an Anglican Parish Church for the House of Commons in 

the Palace of Westminster.  They chose to hold their Parliamentary services in a church more suitable than Westminster 

Abbey.  It was founded in the 12th Century and is dedicated to Margaret of Antioch.  It has been called “the last church in 

London decorated in the Catholic tradition before the Reformation”.  

 

   



We toured Westminster Abbey, a large Gothic Church to the west of the Palace of Westminster.  It is the traditional 

place of Coronations and Burial Sites for British Monarchs.  Construction of the present Abbey began in 1245.  Since the 

coronation of William the Conqueror in 1066, all coronations have been held here.  There have also been at least 16 

royal weddings since 1100 including Prince William and Kate Middleton in 2011.  In 1997, the funeral of Diana, Princess 

of Wales was held here.  In 2010, Pope Benedict XVI was the first Pope to set foot in the Abbey. 

   

 

  



The Great North Doors at Westminster Abbey – In the Gospel of John, Jesus says, “I am the door.  If anyone enters by me 

he will be saved.”  This is why doorways to churches have always been important and many are superbly decorated.  The 

saints and martyrs invite the pilgrims inside. 

 



Nave Inside Westminster Abbey – Tradition says in the 960’s, a young fisherman had a vision of St. Peter near this site.  

Therefore, the Abbey was originally dedicated to St. Peter.  The expression “Robbing Peter to pay Paul” was said when 

money meant for the Abbey was diverted to the treasury of St. Paul’s Cathedral.   

 



Illegal Pic of Sir Isaac Newton’s Tomb – Photography of any kind is not allowed in any part of the Abbey at any time.  

They want you to buy their postcards instead.  Of course, I dared to snap a picture of the tomb of one of the most 

important scientific men in the world! 

 



We attended Holy Communion Service at Westminster Abbey.  We worshipped with people from all over the world and 

took their Holy Communion.  While a different tradition than ours, we were moved by the scriptures and homily during 

the ceremony.  The Abbey Rector even mentioned the recent death of Cardinal O’Connor.  There was also a woman 

Celebrant who helped hand out Holy Communion.  However, as a Catholic, I couldn’t help making comparisons to St. 

Peter’s Basilica in Rome.  There is no fee to enter St. Peter’s and you may take all the photos you want.   

 



Colorful Bus Sculpture named Westminster near Westminster Abbey – This sculpture is part of the trail throughout 

London to showcase the vital role London buses play in the life and economy of London. 

 

  



Westminster Cathedral – A warm and welcome sight to see is the seat of the Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster and 

the Mother Church for Roman Catholics in England.  The building was opened in 1903 in the early Byzantine Architecture 

of the Mediterranean of striped brick and stone. 

 



 

  



In 1977, as part of her Silver Jubilee Celebrations, Queen Elizabeth II visited the Cathedral.  Although there was no 

religious service, it was highly symbolic as the first visit of a reigning monarch since the Reformation.  Two Popes, Pope 

John Paul II in 1982 and Pope Benedict XVI in 2010, celebrated mass in the Cathedral. 

 



The Baptistry at Westminster Cathedral – The First of seven sacraments and frequently called “the door of the Church”. 

 

 



Brass Monkey – After eating African food for a week, we found a pub around the corner from our hotel and had burgers! 

  

 

  



Line of London’s Traditional Black Taxi Cabs 

 

 

  



We’re off to see Wicked at the Apollo Victoria Theater – Multi Award Winning Production premiered in 2006. 

 

 



   

 

  



Actors Exiting Apollo Victoria Theater 

Sophie Evans as Glinda 

  



Andy Hockley, The Wizard 

 



Alice Fearn as Elphaba 

 

  



Melanie LaBarrie, Madame Morrible 

  



Le Pain Quotidien 

This is the same chain of bakery-restaurant we waited at in New York’s Manhattan while waiting for my passport.  This 

was across from our Hotel in London. 

 

 

  



Little Big Ben – A cast iron miniature clock tower erected in 1892 copying the real Big Ben. 

 

   



Walking in London 

 



  



Jubilee Walkway – Spot where Prince William and Kate were picked up after their wedding at Westminster Abbey on 

their way back to Buckingham Palace. 

   

 

 



 

 


